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Media Scanning & Verification Cell 
Media alert from the Media Scanning & Verification Cell, IDSP-NCDC. 

 

The animal husbandry department here has sounded an alert after two horses in 
Bijnor’s Najibabad succumbed to the deadly Glander Persian disease while four other 
equines are suspected to be suffering from the disease. As a precautionary measure, 
as many as 100 blood samples of horses have been taken so far and sent for testing. 
The infectious disease, caused by a bacteria, which spreads from animal to animal. 
Humans who come in contact with the affected animals can also contract this 
disease.There are 6,000 horses and other equines in the district. The detection of the 
disease has spread panic panic among owners. 

Giving details, deputy chief veterinary officer Yogendra Panwar said, “In 2011, some 
five horses were diagnosed with this disease in Chandpur area of Bijnor district. 
They were put to sleep to save other equines. Since then, our department has been 
running a drive in this regard to make horse owners aware about this disease. We 
have been taking blood samples of horses repeatedly in the district. Last month, two 
horses were diagnosed with Glander Persian disease in Najibabad area. Both horses 
had to be killed by a team of veterinary doctors. 
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“In July, we took blood samples of hundreds of horses and other equines such as 
mules and donkeys, Four other horses which showed symptoms of the disease. We 
have now retaken blood samples of suspected horses. Their blood samples have been 
sent to the National Research Centre on Equines, Hisar, for investigations,” said 
Panwar. 

The veterinary officer explained since there is no known treatment or vaccine for 
Glander Persian, an animal that tests positive is put to sleep to prevent the disease 
from spreading. It is a fatal disease.Government compensates the equine owner after 
killing a sick animal. The compensation for horses and mules range from Rs 16,000 
to Rs 25000, he added. 


