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Media Scanning & Verification Cell 
Media alert from the Media Scanning & Verification Cell, IDSP-NCDC. 

 

 A 58-year-old man from rural Satara died of rabies at the Pune Municipal 
Corporation-run Naidu Infectious Diseases hospital last week. With 20 victims, the 
number of rabies casualties has shown a marked increase this year as compared to 
last year's 16 registered rabies deaths. 
 
The Association for Prevention and Control of Rabies in India (APCRI) attributed the 
high numbers to lack of awareness and poor treatment. According to APCRI, greater 
awareness about rabies and timely treatment by doctors after the dog bites, 
combined with efforts at controlling stray-dog population, pet-dog licensing and 
annual anti-rabies vaccination of animals are necessary to control rabies. A civic 
official said the victim Prakash Kisan Ghodke, a resident of Azadpur in Koregaon 
taluka was bitten by a stray dog a few days ago. However, he had not taken any anti-
rabies vaccines to counter the virus. 
"The victim was shifted to Naidu hospital after his health deteriorated. He 
succumbed to rabies on November 28," a PMC health official said. 
 
An expanding city, escalating human population and increasing instances of non-
vegetarian food being dumped on the streets should be borne in mind while talking 
about dog-bite cases, an animal rights activist pointed out. 
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"Ignorance does more damage as victims tend to downplay the consequences of a 
stray dog's bite. Youngsters also tend to ignore dog bites and hide it from their 
parents. Some start treatment soon after the bite, but do not complete the five-
vaccine course," said officer bearers of Indian Medical Association, Pune chapter. 
Local wound treatment, which includes immediate flushing and washing of the 
wound, scratches and adjoining areas with plenty of soap and water, preferably 
under a running tap for at least five minutes, can reduce chances of rabies infection 
up to 80%. 


