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Media Scanning & Verification Cell 
Media alert from the Media Scanning & Verification Cell, IDSP-NCDC. 

 

An outbreak of Brucellosis, a highly contagious disease in cattle, in Kolar a couple of 
months ago had triggered panic across the state. The veterinary department had 
quarantined the infected livestock and ruled out further spread of the disease. But 
within a month, as revealed by the state government, the disease had silently spread 
to other parts of the state – and this time, not just among animals, but humans too. 
So far, five people have been infected by the bacterial disease in Bagalkot. 
 
In September, Brucellosis was first reported at a farm owned by Kolar MLA Varthur 
Prakash. According to sources in the veterinary department, the infected livestock 
were procured from a private farm in Baramati, Maharashtra. 
 
As many as 19 cattle heads out of the 915 were tested positive for the bacteria. Even 
though the government claimed the disease had not spread, this turned out to be 
false as symptoms popped up from other parts of the state. 
 
In a reply to BJP MLC Arun Shahapur, Animal Husbandry Minister A Manju told 
the Legislative Council in Belagavi on Saturday that so far 22 cattle heads were 
found infected with brucellosis. “Apart from Jangaalahalli in Kolar, the disease has 
been detected in livestock at Nannolli and Heggumbe villages of Yellapura taluk of 
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Uttara Kannada district,” the minister said. 
 
Worried over the rapid spread of the disease, the veterinary department has 
intensified its vaccination against the disease. So far, the department has vaccinated 
1.22 lakh female calves within a 5-km radius of the outbreak area, according to the 
minister. The state is mulling containing the spread of the disease by revising the 
breeding policy by reducing ratio of exotic blood. The disease often affects 
reproduction, and results in stillborn calves. 
 
AFFECTING HUMANS 
 
While the veterinary department had taken utmost precautions to prevent it from 
infecting humans, especially veterinary doctors, the bacteria seem to have pipped its 
efforts. 
 
“A few weeks since the outbreak, a few of the field staff and officials revealed 
discomfort and were taken in for testing where it was confirmed that they were 
infected by the bacteria. A total of 216 samples were obtained from the field staff and 
out of which five have tested positive. The affected people usually have severe 
headache, arthritis and sexual problems,” said Manju. 
 
Brucellosis, often referred to as a disease you cannot eradicate, is a zoonosis caused 
by the brucella bacteria mostly in cattle. Between animals, the disease spreads 
through bodily fluids. It can be passed on to humans through the consumption of 
unpasteurised milk, undercooked meat of infected animals, or close contact with the 
animal’s bodily fluids. 


