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More than 300 people in Nellikuzhi panchayat in Kerala's Ernakulam district are suspected 
to have been Hepatitis A infected. Is a newly opened restaurant responsible for this? 

An outbreak of Hepatitis A was reported on November 25 from Nellikuzhi panchayat, 
situated around 50 kilometres from the city, in Kerala's Ernakulam district. 
As on Sunday, the panchayat had over 303 suspected cases of Hepatitis A, eight of which 
were confirmed. Three people died due to the disease.The district medical team is on a drive 
to contain the spread of a waterborne Hepatitis outbreak. Ever since the outbreak was 
reported, the district administration is on a drive to go door to door to evaluate the situation. 
Although the spread of the disease is said to be under control, authorities fear the outbreak 
could be seen in neighboring panchayats too. 
"The cause of the outbreak is known to be from eating from a restaurant there. The 
restaurant has good facilities, but one staff member was Hepatitis infected. Perhaps they did 
not notice it. He cooked and served food at the hotel through which it spread to other staff 
and those who ate from there," said Dr NK Kuttappan, District Medical Officer."Not only 
people from this panchayat but many from outside too have eaten from here including many 
students as there are many educational institutions around it," he said. 
36 eateries in the panchayat have been inspected so far of which 16 have been shut 
down.The outbreak was reported a month after the restaurant was first opened on October 
24. The restaurant had also given free welcome drinks to people around on its inaugural day. 
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