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Media Scanning & Verification Cell 
Media alert from the Media Scanning & Verification Cell, IDSP-NCDC. 

 

 
At least 24 children fell ill reportedly after eating midday meal at the Government 
Primary School in Katihar’s Barmasiya village on Wednesday. 
 
Katihar’s district education officer Dinesh Chandra Dev told this reporter over the 
phone that the children complained of uneasiness and abdominal pain after the meal. 
They were rushed to the primary health centre nearby and later referred to the 
Katihar sadar hospital. 
 
Dev said all the children were stable and would soon be discharge from the hospital. 
“The sample of the food will be sent for forensic test. Officials visited the schools and 
hospital and talked to the schoolteachers and parents,” he said, adding there were 
unconfirmed reports that a dead lizard was found in the rice served to the children. 
 
Katihar’s district programme officer (midday meal) S N Rajak said the same food was 
sent to all middle and primary schools in the area by a non-government organisation. 
“Children of no other school, however, made any complaint,” he said and added it was 
unlikely that the food was contaminated. 
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This was fourth case of food poisoning in the state in a week. At least 47 people fell 
sick after consuming ‘prasad’ following a puja in Beldariya Tola in Nalanda district 
on Monday evening, while 66 students of a private residential school at Baisi in 
Purnia district fell ill after consuming food at the school hostel on Sunday. At least 
115 students had to be treated for dehydration after dinner at a government-run 
residential school in Barhiya block in Lakhisarai district on Thursday. 


