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Media Scanning & Verification Cell 
Media alert from the Media Scanning & Verification Cell, IDSP-NCDC. 

 

 Raising serious concerns over the fall in immunisation coverage in Malappuram, 
another death due to Diphtheria reported in the district 
Muhammed Afsal, 15, a class IX student of Cherukavu school in Pulikkal, who was 
admitted to Kozhikode Medical College Hospital (KMCH) on Wednesday evening due 
to complications of Diphtheria, died at hospital early morning on Thursday. The boy, 
who hails from Beypore in Kozhikode district was staying with his family at 
Cherukavu near Kondotty for last one year. 
Following the report of a second death due to Diphtheria in the district the district 
medical administration is all set to intensify their vaccination campaign across the 
district. 
The district medical officer has convened a meeting of health volunteers and medical 
officers under Cherukavu primary health centre on Thursday morning and the 
meeting will decided future course of action to prevent the spread of disease. 
Diphtheria had claimed life of a 16 year old boy who is native of Tanur in 
Malappuram district recently. 
The boy, Muhammed Ameen, 15, who was partially immunised, was under treatment 
at Kozhikode Medical College Hospital for one week. It was two weeks ago that three 
children from various parts of the district including the boy at Tanur admitted to 
Kozhikode Medical College with the symptoms of Diphtheria. But the detailed 

Alert  ID Publication 
Date 

Reporting 
Date Place Name News Source/Publication Language 

3480 23.06.2016 23.06.2016 Malappuram 
Kerala 

www.timesofindia.com/English 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/thiruvanantha

puram/One-more-Diphtheria-death-in-
Malappuram/articleshow/52879824.cms   

Title: One more Diphtheria death in district Malappuram, 
Kerala 

Action By 
CSU, IDSP 
–NCDC Information communicated to DSU-Malappuram, SSU-Kerala  



 

 

Save Water- Save Life,  Save a tree- Don't print unless it's really necessary! 

Disclaimer:-This is a Media Alert and pending verification.  
                         Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme (IDSP), National Centre for Disease Control, 

Ministry Of Health & Family Welfare, Government of India 
22-Sham Nath Marg, Delhi – 110 054 

For more information please contact: Media Scanning & Verification Cell: - Phone (011)23946029 
Email: - idspmediaalert@gmail.com, idsp-msc@nic.in, idsp-npo@nic.in  

      Join us on            http://www.facebook.com/pages/Media-Scanning-Verification-Cell-IDSPNCDC/137297949672921 

                                             https://twitter.com/MSVC1   

 

Pa
ge

2 

laboratory examination proved that one case reported from Kondotty was not 
Diphtheria. A 11-year-old-boy who is a native of Pallikkal is still under treatment at 
Kozhikode Medical College Hospital. 
The deputy District Medical Officer (DMO), Dr R Renuka said that the meeting at 
Cherukavu will take decision on the fresh vaccination drive to be conducted in the 
area. 
After recent deaths due to Diphtheria reported in Tanur, the district collector S 
Venkadeshapathi had directed to conduct special vaccination drive in Tanur 
Municipal region and it has already been started. After the disease confirmed in 
three orphanage inmates in Malappuram last year, a vaccination special drive 
"Operation Mukthi" had launched in the district. But the death of a boy shows that 
the ongoing special drives will not help reduce the possibility of reporting of vaccine 
preventable disease among children who belong to the age group of more than ten, as 
thousands of children of the age group in Malappuram are unimmunised or partially 
immunised. 


