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Media Scanning & Verification Cell 
Media alert from the Media Scanning & Verification Cell, IDSP-NCDC. 

 

Three people with symptoms of encephalitis have died at the Anugrah Narayan 
Magadh Medical College and Hospital (ANMCH) in Gaya in the last four days, and 
five others are being treated. 

Confirming the three deaths, a senior doctor at ANMCH said the patients were 
brought to the hospital from remote areas in serious condition. 

“If patients are brought to the health facility soon after they develop AES (acute 
encephalitis syndrome) symptoms, such as high fever and body ache, the chances of 
their survival are high. But delayed arrival only complicates the cases, which 
sometimes go beyond our control,” he said. 

Encephalitis is an acute inflammation of the brain. Its symptoms also include 
drowsiness, fatigue, seizures or convulsions, tremors, hallucinations, stroke and 
memory problems. 

ANMCH superintendent Dr Sudhir Kumar Sinha said he was awaiting reports of the 
blood test to find out the actual cause of the deaths. “We cannot say with certainty if 
the patients were suffering from AES. Although initial tests hinted at some JE 
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(Japanese encephalitis) symptoms, the report of the final examination of blood 
samples will confirm the nature of the disease. 

“All the three patients who died had tested negative for JE despite some symptoms of 
the disease. Other reports are still awaited, but we have taken it as cases of AES in 
view of initial symptoms,” Dr Sinha said. 

The other patients with AES symptoms are under observation, he said, adding that 
they were out of danger and recovering gradually. The ANMCH has set up a separate 
unit for these patients. 

Hospital sources said 77 patients with JE symptoms were admitted to the health 
facility last year, 12 of who died as they were admitted in serious conditions. 


