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Media Scanning & Verification Cell 
Media alert from the Media Scanning & Verification Cell, IDSP-NCDC. 

 

 

As many as 55 students of a government school at Sivagiri fell ill after they 
consumed the food provided in the school under the noon meal scheme on Thursday. 

The students were admitted in the government hospital and are recovering, said 
officials. District collector, S Prabhakaran, visited the hospital and inquired with the 
students said that a through probe would be ordered to find the cause of the illness. 
The students and their parents alleged that they found a lizard in the food, which 
caused the illness. "We spotted a lizard in the cooked food kept in the kitchen," a 
student told the collector 

According to police, the government higher secondary school in Erode district serves 
noon meal to 163 students every day. On Thursday, 55 students who sat for lunch in 
the first batch developed nausea and vomiting. The school authorities immediately 
stopped serving the meal and all of them were taken to the government hospital at 
Sivagiri. They were later referred to Erode GH. 
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Parents of the students alleged that this was not the first time that the noon meal 
staff were negligent. They charged that the kitchen was not cleaned properly 
resulting in contamination of the food. They said the school also lacked other basic 
facilities for the students. 

However school authorities denied that there was any negligence on the part of the 
staff. "If there was a lizard, it should be an accident. There was no willful 
negligence," said a school teacher. 


