
 

 

Save Water- Save Life,  Save a tree- Don't print unless it's really necessary! 

Disclaimer:- This is a media alert subject to verification.  
                         Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme (IDSP), National Centre for Disease Control, 

Ministry Of Health & Family Welfare, Government of India 
22-Sham Nath Marg, Delhi – 110 054 

For more information please contact: Media Scanning & Verification Cell: - Phone (011)23946029 
Email: - idspmediaalert@gmail.com, idsp-msc@nic.in, idsp-npo@nic.in  

      Join us on            http://www.facebook.com/pages/Media-Scanning-Verification-Cell-IDSPNCDC/137297949672921 

                                             https://twitter.com/MSVC1   

 

Pa
ge

1 

   
 

Media Scanning & Verification Cell 
Media alert from the Media Scanning & Verification Cell, IDSP-NCDC. 

 

A six-year-old child from 
Pimpri tested positive for 
leptospirosis in the second 
week of May. Experts at 
the designated referral 
laboratory for leptospirosis 
confirmed this yesterday. 
 
This is the second case of 
the deadly bacterial 
infection in Pune so far this 
year.“We have been 
monitoring the situation in 
terms of all kinds of 
seasonal illnesses including 
leptospirosis. The 

surveillance by our health staff is ongoing,” said Pawan Salve, medical health officer, 
Pimpri Chinchwad Municipal Corporation. 
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Leptospirosis cases usually rise during monsoon, say experts. About 20 leptospirosis 
cases were recorded in Pune city during the monsoon last year — the highest in 
several years. 
 
Bhavani Peth and Yerawada were worst affected by the disease as the most cases 
were reported from these areas. A Warje man had also died of the disease last year. 
“Leptospira bacteria, once out in the open, can survive in water and soil for weeks or 
months,” senior microbiologist Renu Bharadwaj said. She is the head of the 
microbiology department at the state-run BJ Medical College attached to Sassoon 
General Hospital, which is the referral laboratory for leptospirosis. 

Infected people may have a wide range of symptoms or none at all. Symptoms include 
high fever, severe headache, chills, muscle aches, and vomiting, and may include 
jaundice (yellow skin and eyes), red eyes, abdominal pain, diarrhoea or a rash. 
If not treated in time, patients can suffer from kidney damage, meningitis 
(inflammation of the membrane around the brain and spinal cord), liver failure, and 
respiratory distress. Death occurs in rare cases.“Leptospirosis is grossly under 
reported, mainly due to a lack of awareness about the disease among medical 
professionals and difficulties in the laboratory diagnosis of the disease,” said a state 
health official. 


