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Media Scanning & Verification Cell 
Media alert from the Media Scanning & Verification Cell, IDSP-NCDC. 

 

As many as 50 students of Faiz-ul Quran Madrassa in Bijnor’s Nagina town were 
taken ill on Monday after a lizard was found in the midday meal they had consumed. 
As many as 27 of them were rushed to a local hospital as it was suspected that they 
were suffering from food poisoning. 

Sources said some 50 students of madrassa were served midday meal and were 
eating it when teachers spotted a lizard in one of the food vessels. They immediately 
stopped serving. Soon those who had eaten the meal started vomiting. As the 
condition of 27 of them deteriorated, they were rushed to a hospital here. 

A case has been registered against the midday meal supplier and two others under 
relevant sections of the IPC. 

According to officials, there are around six madrassas in Nagina which avail 
government schemes. The Faiz-ul Quran Madrassa with 268 students on its rolls 
from Class I to V is also covered under the midday scheme. 
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A Dhampur-based NGO supplies food to all the students. The food is prepared in 
Dhampur and supplied to madrassas and government primary schools in the city. 

On Monday morning, the NGO workers reached the madrassa and handed over the 
food to teachers concerned for distributing among the students. The teachers had 
already served 50 students when they noticed a dead lizard in the bottom of one of 
the utensils in which food was kept. 

Shocked, the teachers stopped students from eating. The police were informed. 

Meanwhile, the students who had consumed some of the food started vomiting. As 
the condition of 27 begun deteriorating, they were taken the community health 
centre of Nagina for treatment where they were administered medicines. Later, all 
the children admitted to the CHC were declared normal and discharged from 
hospital in the evening. 

After getting information about the incident, SDM, Nagina, Gajendra Singh, circle 
officer Mahesh Kumar, SHO Satendra Kumar and district minority welfare officer 
Praveen Mishra rushed to the spot. 

Circle officer Mahesh Kumar said, “Teachers told us that a lizard was found in the 
vegetable dish. Around 27 students fell ill after consuming the food. The condition of 
all of them is now normal.” 

Police have registered a case against contactor Ajeet Kumar and two workers of the 
NGO who bring the food to the madrassa. Based on the complaint lodged by 
themadrassa manager, Ehsanuddin Farukhi, a case has been registered under IPC 
section 269 (negligent act likely to spread infection of disease dangerous to life), 272 
(adulteration of food or drink intended for sale) and 336 (endangering life or personal 
safety of others). A sample of the food and the dead lizard has been were preserved 
for sending to the laboratory. A probe is on. All the accused will be arrested soon. 
said police. 

Confirming the incident, district minority welfare officer Praveen Mishra said, 
“There was hue and cry by parents after they came to know that their children had 
eaten the contaminated meal. However, the NGO concerned supplies food to other 
madrassas and primary schools but the situation was normal there. We are probing 
the matter and strict action will be taken against those found erring.” 


