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Media Scanning & Verification Cell 
Media alert from the Media Scanning & Verification Cell, IDSP-NCDC. 

 

A mysterious fever has claimed the lives of five members of a family over the past 
eight days in Dhiyera village of Jalalabad block of Shahjahanpur district. As soon as 
the health department was informed, it sent a team of experts to the village on 
Sunday afternoon to probe the matter. District magistrate NK Singh and CMO RP 
Rawat also visited the village in the evening and assured all possible help to the 
residents. 
Iqrar Shah, his wife Nageena and three children died of a mysterious fever which 
caused inflammation of the body. 
In the recent past, 14 children had succumbed to diphtheria at Manorathpur village 
in Jalalabad block. 
Iqrar Shah, 48, a daily wager lost his disabled son, Zakir (10) due to fever. 
Thereafter, he lost his wife and 18-year-old son Akil Shah due to a similar fever 
which caused inflammation in the body. Thereafter, Iqrar moved out of the village 
with his three daughters to another village. However, he lost his daughter 
Shabeena(9) to fever and on Saturday evening, succumbed to the fever himself, 
villagers said. 
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After receiving information of the five deaths in a family, a team of doctors was sent 
to the village by the DM and free medicines were distributed to all residents 
suffering from fever. 

During initial investigation, the team found poor water quality with a high 
percentage of fluoride and lead in it. This could have been a trigger for the fatal 
fever, the doctors said. 

A team of health experts will remain at the village till conditions improve. Free 
nutritional supplement will be distributed among the children from Monday. DM 
also has announced Rs 25,000 for each remaining member of Iqrar Shah’s family and 
free rice and wheat for them. 

CMO RP Rawat told TOI, “Lack of cleanliness in the village and poor quality 
drinking water seems to be the possible reasons behind the deaths. We have taken 
blood samples of others suffering from fever and distributed free medicines have 
ailing. The team will remain in the village till the condition becomes normal." 

 


