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At a time when the city is reeling under the grip of dengue, swine flu and Influenza A 
viruses, cases of chikungunya too seem to be on a consistent rise. State health 
department records show that over the last two weeks, Hyderabad and Ranga Reddy 
collectively have reported 11 cases. The total count in the state, so far this year, is 
28.Spread by Aedes mosquitoes (which also spread dengue), chikungunya much like 
other flu viruses is characterised by fever. But what makes it a dreaded virus are the 
crippling joint pains accompanied by fever and can last between a few days and a few 
months. There is still no treatment for the virus which makes it worse. " A cons tant 
flow of chikungunya cases is being reported. For a week now, we have been getting 
two-five cases on an average each day ," said Dr K Shankar, director, Institute of 
Preventive Medicine and superintendent of Fever Hospital.But despite the rise in 
numbers, doctors say that most patients walking in with chikungunya symptoms are 
not being tested for the virus. "Chikung unya symptoms can be mistaken for dengue 
or zika virus like symptoms too. However in majority of the cases, tests are only done 
if the symptoms last for much longer.," said Dr Sunitha Narreddy , specialist 
infectious diseases, Apollo hospitals. Delhi, Bengaluru and parts of Kerala too 
reported a spurt in chikungunya cases earlier this year, with Delhi recording 174 
cases up to August. 
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