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Media Scanning & Verification Cell 
Media alert from the Media Scanning & Verification Cell, IDSP-NCDC. 

 

The shepherds belonging to the Rebari community of Kothar 
Panchayatin Pali district are in low spirits after a harsh infection killed their 
livestock, battering a trade to the area's already fragile economy. 
 
Heerka Ram Devasi, is one such shepherd of Vellar village who lost 61 goats and now 
struggling as he is solely dependent on livestock for livelihood. However, Heerka is 
not only one. In past one week, more than 500 sheep and goats succumbed to foot-
and-mouth (FMD) disease. 
 
FMD is an infectious and sometimes fatal disease whose symptoms are high fever for 
two to three days, followed by blisters inside the mouth and on the feet that may 
rupture and cause lameness to the animal. Kinjal Kanwar, sarpanch of Kothar 
Panchayat said, "The outbreak of foot and mouth disease that spelt doom for cattle 
and shepherds this time is worst attack recorded in our panchayat during the past 
decade." 
 
Villagers alleged that even after reminders to the administration, assistance came 
late, which resulted in increased death toll of the livestock. "The animals have been 
afflicted by this infection for the past 10 days. However, the animal husbandry team 
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swung into action only after the villager threatened to sit on dharna. A team visited 
our village for mere formality on Monday. Deaths were reported on Tuesday too," 
said Sangram Singh a local villager. 

Veterinarians blame ignorance and negligence on the part of cattle breeders for the 
disease. "The livestock needs to be vaccinated twice a year before monsoon and onset 
of winters to save them from the disease but breeders fail to do so," said, Puna Ram, 
a veterinarian doctor. 
 
FMD has severe implications for animal farming, since it is highly infectious and can 
be spread by infected animals through contact with contaminated farming 
equipment, vehicles, clothing or feed, and by domestic and wild predators. However, 
experts claim that after giving vaccination and with the rise in temperature, the 
situation will soon be under control. "With the cold subsiding, the situation is under 
control as the virus of the disease becomes dormant as temperature rises. However, 
taking precautionary measures, farmers are being advised to separate infected cattle 
from other animals so that the infection doesn't spread." said another vet doctor. 
 
Locals also demand the situation has occurred as there is no hospital and medical 
facilities in the region. Satruanjay Singh, who is working for wildlife conservation in 
the area said, "There are over 20,000 livestock in the region. But there is no hospital. 
The state government has deployed only one compounder for so many animals. 
Besides, when wild animals kill the livestock, medical department never comes to 
conduct a post mortem." 


