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Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) outbreak in stray
cattle worries Mysuru animal lovers, Karnataka

Action By
CSU, IDSP

NCDC Information communicated to District — Mysure, SSU- Karnataka

Animal lovers are now worried over the health of stray cattle which are abandoned
by their owners as many of these animals are suffering from suspected Foot and
Mouth Disease (FMD), a contagious viral disease. They are demanding that the
Mysuru City Corporation (MCC) or the state animal husbandry department treat
these cattle besides providing them shelter and preventive vaccines.

Nishanth L, a resident of Dewan’s Road, and Abhishek M, a resident of Ramakrishna
Nagar, are treating over six cattle in Ramakrishna Nagar for the last one and half
months with medicines and food. They are procuring medicines including sprays for
the wounds from their pocket and arranging fodder.

“These cattle are abandoned by their owners as many of them are bulls. They are
roaming on the roads freely. After noticing the FMD symptoms, we are treating them
with medicines as prescribed by veterinarians. We are trying to ensure proper
treatment and care through NGOs. But we are not getting the expected support,”
they said.
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“We get fodder first to ensure these cattle will allow us to spray medicines. What has
worried us is the condition of these cattle as no government agency or NGO is coming
forward to treat them to ensure the infection does not spread,” they said.

Meanwhile, locals fear that if vaccination and medical care are not provided to these
stray cattle, the disease may spread to other livestock. “We don’t know what this
disease 1s. But the cattle are seen limping and look unhealthy. The agencies
concerned must vaccinate the stray cattle too,” said Rohini R, a local resident.

Mayor Sunanda Palanetra said she will look into the issue and find a solution for the
health issues faced by stray cattle.
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