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Information communicated to SSU-Bihar

Amid Coronavirus pandemic, the Acute Encephalitis Syndrome (AES), also known as
brain fever, has started spreading its tentacles in north Bihar. At least 23 cases of
AES have been reported from Muzaffarpur, East Champaran and Sheohar districts
since January this year.

While one of them died, three were released after their condition improved. While
nine out of 14 cases reported to the paediatric intensive care unit (PICU) at sadar
hospital in Motihari were released, five are still undergoing treatment. In
Muzaffapur, out of nine children admitted to the SKMCH, one died and three others
were released.

Both Vaishali and Sheohar districts reported one case each this year. SKMCH
superintendent Dr S K Shahi said, “Altogether nine cases of AES were reported this
year. While one of them died, three others were released. Five are still undergoing
treatment at the PICU here.”
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Head of the paediatrics department Dr GS Sahni said, “Another AES patient, a five-
year-old girl from East Champaran district, is showing improvement. The facility is
taking care of all the patients.”

It may be mentioned here that SKMCH alone accounted for 120 deaths of children
below the age of 15 years due to AES last year. The rising number of cases this year
has, however, set the alarming bells ringing in the state health department, which is
grappling with Covid-19 pandemic.

Meanwhile, Muzaffarpur DM Chandrashekhar Singh assessed the work undertaken
under the state government’'s welfare schemes for the AES hit families under five
worst affected blocks—Motipur, Bochaha, Musahari, Minapur and Kanti--of the
district.

During the review meeting, the officials informed the DM that work has already
started in 1,427 wards under 102 panchayats. The work under tap water supply to
households in affected areas was also reviewed at the meeting, a source in the
district administration said.
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